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What are 
the unique 
transition 
needs for 
young 
women with 
disabilities?

Session Overview

Gender and Disability
PATHS Curriculum

Lesson outcomes
Activities

What can you do?
PATHS 2 Success
Resources

Gender Issues: Girls with disabilities

Young womenwith disabilities

National Longitudinal Transition Study-2  (2009)

�“Double Jeopardy�”
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YTP: Post School Employment YTP: Post School Engagement
Engagement=either in 
postsecondary training or 
employment or both

YTP: Wages by Gender Wages by Gender for Students of Color
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Types of Jobs At Exit from YTP

MALES:

construction and
extraction
transportation and
material moving
farming, fishing and
forestry
installation, maintenance,
and repair

FEMALES:

• service
• health care
• sales

Gathering Additional Data: 
Focus Groups and Interviews

5 Focus Groups

25 Individual Interviews

Career Development:  Key Themes

Individual interpersonal skills
Career options
School system issues
Disability needs

Interpersonal Skills: Self Esteem

Special Education Teacher
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Career Options

High School Administrator

School System Issues

finite number of
exposures

infinite number

School Administrator

Disability Needs

Employer

Overview of PATHS Project

Five year federally funded 
research study

Institute for Educational 
Sciences 
PURPOSE: Expand career 
options and improve post 
school outcomes for young 
women with disabilities
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PATHS Development Process

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3 �•

Year 4

Strategies for Career Planning

PATHS
Self-Awareness

Disability

Gender

Careers & College

Curriculum

self awareness self efficacy
self advocacy

personal autonomy self
determination

core skills for success

Self-Awareness

Curriculum

knowledge and awareness

disability related laws

individual awareness of disability

Disability
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Curriculum

knowledge of women in society

women in the workplace
female role models and

mentors

Gender

Curriculum

employment and
education

career options
job seeking behaviors

maintaining employment

Careers & College

Sample Lesson Activities Famous People with Disabilities

Harrison Ford
Depression

Cher
Specific Learning 

Disability

Howie     
Mandel
Obsessive 

Compulsive 
Disorder

Julia Roberts
Speech Impairment

Michael J. Fox
Parkinson�’s

Whoopi 
Goldberg

Dyslexia
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PATHS Video

PATHS Resources

�“Understand that the right to choose your own path is a sacred privilege. Use it.  Dwell in possibility.�” 
Oprah Winfrey 

What can you do?

career planning
and exploration

self concept
gender

and disability issues and
barriers
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What can you do?

PATHS 2 Success

Wrap Up


